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From the Editors

Grassroots vs. the Machine

The GPPA Communications Committee
is happy to present you with the Green
Star newsletter.

By Carl Romanelli (cjromanelli@yahoo.com), Green Party of PA candidate for U.S. Senate.

The Committee would like to extend a
special thanks to to everyone who contributed to this issue, especially during
this busy petitioning season. In particular, we thank all of the candidates who
agreed to be interviewed for our Special
Election Section.
There were also several articles written
by members that were not included in
this issue due to a lack of space. We
hope to be able to include them in the
next edition should they still be relevant
and timely. Thank you to all who contributed even if your article did not make
it to the final cut!
In addition to overseeing the publication
and distribution of the Green Star, the
Communications
Committee
also
handles the GPPA website and press
realeses. Communication to the media
and the general public are exceedingly
important and we really need Greens
from all over the state to assist with this
task. If you are interested, please
contact Committee Chair Randi Peterson
at publisher@naturalhorse.com.
Thank you for your interest in the Green
Party of Pennsylvania. Enjoy!
- The GPPA Communications Committee
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Local news from around PA
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Reproductive rights, health care, and Iraq are probably the three most obvious issues in this year’s US Senate
race. Though it remains unclear as to whether or not the Greens will even have the opportunity to show Pennsylvania voters what makes us different. Either way, this campaign has been most vocal on these issues, and
we expect to continue such efforts. However, there has been a bevy of political activity in Luzerne County during the past few years. Some of those matters are stories that deserve to be told. These grassroots endeavors
are, at their essence, as Green as issues can be, due to the effect on the daily lives of the individuals involved,
and our community, of these issues.
The first of the local issues is the Wilkes-Barre Districting issue. Longtime readers of Green Star should recall
seeing something regarding districts in Wilkes-Barre. Since May 25, 2006 marked the final acceptance of a district map, this is a good time to review this frustrating struggle. Way back in 2001, the Luzerne Greens (working
with the conservative Wilkes-Barre Taxpayer’s Association) lent support and bodies to getting a referendum on
the November ballot. It would have reduced the size of Wilkes-Barre City Council from seven members to five,
and the five would be elected in districts. We can do that in Wilkes-Barre because the city is a home rule city.
The city’s Democratic leadership learned of our attempt to change the charter of the city as described above.
They felt that they need not campaign against the change, since they had little respect for the chances of the
Greens and taxpayers being able to successfully see the referendum through. To the surprise of many, the referendum passed, by eight percentage points!
The W-B Democrats remained smug, and it appeared as though they were simply going to ignore the passed
initiative to see if the “clock would run out on the issue.” Of course, we were not about to let that happen. So
we battled for all of 2002 with the city, the media, and the apportionment commission. Having not been successful in baiting the Greens into filing a law suit too early (and thereby stall the process of change to the new
system), the Democratic power had no choice but to use other means. So in December of 2002, when the
commission completed its work, a group of 14 folks with strong ties to council, filed a law suit. The suit was
frivolous on its face, and there was no testimony given that would indicate any legal reason for the suit to be entertained. That, however, did not stop the judge in the matter from overturning the initiative of the people.
Since the defendant in the above action was the Luzerne County Election Board, the Greens and the taxpayers
did not have standing in the action. We learned that the county had no plans to appeal the ruling of the local
court, so it was in early April, 2003 that we intervened in the matter. It was that intervention that led to the vote
of the people finally being upheld. The significance of this issue is not the districts, or the plan itself, as there
are many views on this aspect of the case. The true importance is that power tried to bully over the people, and
it was turned back. This is confirmation that we do not have to be big, rich, or ruthless in order to succeed.
During the past year another citizen activist has been the target of the Democrats' dirty tricks machine. A local
woman petitioned for a change in our local charter to allow for initiative and referenda. The city of Wilkes-Barre
challenged the petitions, and for various reasons, the petitions were withdrawn. During that proceeding the city
attorney (who receives a salary for being the city attorney) alleged that there are over $11,000.00 in expenses
for the costs associated with the challenge. Without ever taking any testimony to determine if the costs are legitimate, or if there is wrongdoing on the part of the citizen, Judge Michael Conahan imposed the $11,000.00 as
a fine on the activist! This citizen was not even a captioned party to the legal action. The Greens have been
the only group to speak out against what was done by this judge. As a result the activist and her family are all
now members of our party. She is appealing the ruling and she expects to prevail.
I chose these examples because they demonstrate the same dynamic we are experiencing during our circulation of nominating papers. At every turn it seems power is trying to turn us back. The institutions that are supposed to help us do not and just when it seems like we can gain a little ground, here comes the dirty tricks. I
don’t know if we will meet this year’s ballot requirement, but take heed to two things: First, regardless of how
we make out on the state ballot, there is always much to do right in our neighborhoods. The more we accom(continued on page 7)
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PA Ballot Access Case Loses:
Appeal Filed
By Stephen E. Baker with much assistance from Richard Winger and the Ballot Access News
On April 5, U.S. District Court Judge John E. Jones, a Bush Jr. Appointee, upheld Pennsylvania ballot access
laws relating to qualified minor parties in Rogers v Cortez case #06-0066. The Green and Constitutional Parties have filed an appeal with the Federal 3rd circuit court.

Steering Committee
Paul Teese, Chair
Katrina Brabham, Secretary
Mike Rosenberg
Steve Weisser
Paula Bronstein
Steve Baker, Treasurer

Greens, independents and other minor party candidates must gather 67,070 valid signatures to get their
statewide candidates on the ballot this year. Conversely, the Democrats and Republicans are required to
gather only 2,000 to qualify their statewide candidates.

Administrative Committee
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One wonders then, why the candidate petitions state that the signers are “nominating” the listed candidates.
If Pennsylvania intended the petition to perform the function that the judge described, the petition should say,
“We, the undersigned ask that the candidates listed below be placed on the general election ballot.” Judge
Jones only wrote one paragraph on this point, and did not mention the petition’s wording.
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Charles Sherrouse
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The decision says, “Minor political parties conduct closed conventions at which their party’s candidate for
each office is selected, and as a result individuals outside the party have no bearing on the candidate-selection process. Minor party candidates must rely on individuals outside their party to sign nomination papers, to
show that these candidates have sufficient support in the general electorate to be viable candidates.”

Many favorable legal precedents were ignored in the Jones’ decision and warrant an appeal to a higher
court. The case will be heard by the Third Circuit Court of Appeals 6 th & Market Streets in Philadelphia very
soon.
Watch for updates.

2006 Green Party Candidates
Governor - Marakay Rogers
Lt. Governor - Christina Valente
U.S. Senate - Carl Romanelli

GPPA Calendar
Please refer to the GPPA Website for
complete event details
August 1 12:00 PM
Preventing Democracy Rally at Capitol
Building in Harrisburg
August 19 11:00 AM
Annual Summer Gathering at Highland
Farm, York County
September 10 11:00 AM
State business meeting at Clarion Hotel in
Carlisle, PA
September 22
Renewable Energy & Sustainable Living
Festival, Kempton, PA
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U.S. House of Representatives
2nd District - Dave Baker
14th District - Titus North
15th District - Greta Browne
19th District - Derf Maitland
Pennsylvania Senator in General Assembly
28th District - Ed Gately
Pennsylvania Representative General Assembly
3rd District - Tim Reim
88th District - Christopher Irvin
89th District - Damon Tritle
91st District - Lynn Smallwood
101st District - Eric Wolfe
108th District - Dodie Lovett
111th District - Jay Sweeney
133rd District - Guy Gray
174th District - Traci Confer
188th District - Mike Rosenberg
193rd District - Thom Marti
199th District - Katrina Heycock
See interviews starting on page 5, and visit www.greenpartypa.org for additional information.

The 2006 Quad County Green
Slate – An Experiment in
Regionalism

Update on
PA Ballot
Access

by Thom Marti (thom@adamscountygreens.org)

PaBac, the Pennsylvania Ballot Access
Coalition (www.paballotaccess.org) has
scheduled a multi-party rally entitled
"Preventing Democracy" for Tuesday,
August 1st, at noon at the Capitol
Rotunda. As of now, we do not know
whether this will be a celebration or a
protest, but my money is on the second
option. We need the support of anyone
who can attend!!

Pennsylvania requires local Green Party Committees form at a county level, putting a heavy burden on small locals. With just a few active members per county, finding volunteers to serve as officers, delegates, and subcommittee members, is difficult. Pennsylvania Election Code does permit the formation of District Committees,
but it requires each of that entity’s members to be under the by-laws of their own County Committee. Forming
such a committee might advantages, but it would require even more work to form, and maintain, from the already limited regional work force.
Nothing, though, precludes several Green counties in a region from working together informally which is what
four Green Locals (Adams, Cumberland, Franklin, and York) are doing in South Central.
This partnership goes back to 2001, and 2002, when Franklin Green Party fielded Alanna Hartzog, for U.S.
Congress (9th District), and Cumberland Green Party fielded Ben Price for U.S. Congress (19 th District). Since
York, Adams, and part of Cumberland are all in the 19th, and parts of Cumberland and Franklin are in the 9th,
Greens from each county are able to help gather signatures, and campaign for candidates in neighboring counties as well as their own.
This mutually beneficial arrangement continued in 2004, when Chuck Steel ran for U. S. Congress (19 th
District), Susan Savia ran for State Rep (93 rd District - York), and Thom Marti ran for State Rep (193 rd District Adams and York). Some of the benefits learned from this were: 1) candidate stacking on nominating papers can
stretch each elector’s signature to count for 3, 4, 5, or even 6 candidates; 2) the media considers a slate as
more newsworthy; and 3) some voters, upon seeing the names of so many Greens on the ballot, decide to cast
their vote for the Green slate – the multiplier effect.
During this very difficult signature gathering year, the Quad County Greens decided to run as many candidates
as possible. This tactic activated many regional Greens, outraged that the required number for U.S. Congress
19th is 2 ½ times higher than the previous requirement. These seven candidates represent this slate in this region of wildly overlapping gerrymanders:

To successfully gather signatures in these overlapping gerrymanders requires a two person team carrying five
clipboards and 12 different nominating papers.
The Quad County Greens have learned that there are other Green Party of Pennsylvania regional efforts including the Lehigh Valley Greens, and the Northeast PA Greens. Regional cooperation is a workable solution to
the ‘limited work force’ faced by smaller locals.
About the author:
Thom Marti is the reluctant Chair of the Adams County Green Party. He is also the Quixotic candidate for Representative in the General Assembly 193rd District, Adams and Western York Counties (Upper and Lower
Grundy). , when he is not operating Broad Valley Orchard.

By Bob Small (bobthepoet@yahoo.com)

The PaBac had crafted a VCA (Voter's
Choice Act) based on the Delaware Model
(4,000 signatures required which has
worked well for a number of years. Paul
Clymer, Chairperson of the Pennsylvania
Senate Government Committee had, after
months of deliberation, agreed to
introduce this.
However, in what is probably a routine act
of betrayal for Democans and
Republicrats, the introduced HB 2830 now
requires 45,000 signatures!! My personal
analogy is "the elevator at your apt. bldg.
has finally been fixed. You only need to
walk up 35 steps instead of 39". The Pa.
Legislature is on recess until September,
when HB 2830 may continue to wind its
oily ways. However, the PaBac is seeking
a courageous Legislator, (if that's not a
contradiction in terms) among those who
had previously agreed, in writing, to
introduce and/or support the original VCA,
to now stand up for Democracy in
Pennsylvania and introduce the original
(Delaware Model) VCA.
We can, if we choose, separate ourselves
from the other Parties with the illusion that
we might, somehow, attain ballot status
this year. I feel this is short-sighted. The
Third Parties/Independents received a
total of 350, 000 votes State-wide in 2004!
If we can continue to stand together in
2006, we can send a strong message that
will be heard!
Please join us at Preventing Democracy
and show the State that members of the
Constitution, Green, Libertarian, other
Political Parties and Independents can and
will stand together on this one issue!
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Local News from around PA

PA counties with
local Green parties
1. Adams
2. Allegheny
3. Berks
4. Bucks
5. Butler
6. Centre
7. Chester
8. Cumberland
9. Dauphin
10. Delaware
11. Erie
12. Franklin
13. Indiana
14. Lackawanna
15. Lancaster
16. Lehigh
17. Lycoming
18. Luzerne
19. Montgomery
20. Northampton
21. Philadelphia
22. Schuykill
23. Susquehanna
24. Venango
25. Wayne
26. Westmoreland
27. Wyoming
28. York
Visit www.greenpartypa.org for local links
and contact information.
Is your county one of the 39 not yet listed?
Help us to organize and affiliate it! Contact
the GPPA to learn more.

Berks Greens were instrumental in the forming of the Berks Citizens for Sustainable Farming (www.berkscsf.org), a group concerned with issues such as the controversial National Animal Identification System, sludge,
genetically modified organisms, pollution, threatened organic standards, and more. A few hundred signatures
were gathered by Berks Greens at the Kutztown University and Reading Earth Day Celebrations. On Primary
Election day, Berks Greens supported Mike Rosenberg in Philadelphia, handing out literature and gathering
more signatures.
Update on the recent past and future activities of the Delco Greens: The Delaware County Green Party is
striving hard to disrupt the status quo in Delaware County and overturn the business as usual style of politics.
At our February 7, 2006 monthly meeting Jocolyn Bowser-Bostick and Robert Small were installed as the new
co-chairs replacing Paula Bronstein and Kevin Murphy both of whom did excellent jobs. Paula who served as a
chairperson for the Delco Greens for over three years became our petition coordinator. Kevin Murphy continues
to be a crucial active member as well as our webmaster. Vince Brough was reelected as our treasurer and Sam
Krakow was reelected as our secretary. Paula Bronstein, Robert Small, and Jocolyn Bowser-Bostick continue to
serve as our state delegates. William Daciuk who has recently become very active in the planning and execution of tasks by the Delaware County Green Party is our other state delegate.
The Delco Greens have also made a more serious effort to reach out to college students in Delaware County.
There are 11 colleges and universities in Delaware County. We are planning to eventually make contact with all
of these schools and meet with some of their students in order to inform them about the Green Party. Hopefully
we will be able to enlist their support in working with the Delco Greens to fight for the implementation of progressive policies. So far we have made some contact with six schools, and we were able to make a campus
visit to one of them, Cheyney University. At Cheyney we did talk to some students about the Green Party, how
they could participate in the party, and various political and economic issues. We invited and we were able to
get Mike Rosenberg to come with us because we learned from Cheyney’s student adviser for political groups
that about 65% of Cheyney’s students are from Philadelphia. We will be able to build on the contacts we’ve
made at these six schools and make new contacts at the other schools beginning in September.
The Delco Greens will continue to work hard at collecting petition signatures, expanding the number of registered Greens in Delaware County, and assisting our fellow Greens in the neighboring counties as much as possible. Hopefully Green Solutions will lead to increased Green Party membership and participation. We will build
on the enthusiasm it generates and promote further interest in Green Party activities and candidates by doing
such things as changing at times the Delaware County locations in which we hold our monthly meetings.
Green Party of Erie County state delegates were proud to participate in the February Nomination Convention
held in Wilkes-Barre. It was a delight to see old friends and to make new ones in the struggle to restore democracy. Tim Reim, chairperson of the GPOEC, after receiving the nomination from the county party announced his
bid for state representative of the third legislative district in April. Tim is the second GPOEC candidate to contest the third district. Larry Sawdy, one of the original founders of our county party, ran in a special election in
2003. Tim has the dubious distinction of needing the highest number of signatures (594) to get on the state representative ballot among PA Greens this year. Local party volunteers and other political allies helped Tim gather 450 signatures on primary day alone. The Green Party of Erie County stresses coalition building with fellow
progressive and peace groups in an effort to bring social justice and peace issues to the forefront of Erie County politics.
The Luzerne County Greens lost our co-chair, Harold Phoenix, when he passed away on Earth Day. His remaining term will be fulfilled by his widow, Karen Phoenix.
Also, after a 5-year legal battle, the Luzerne Co. Greens finally have won our fight regarding the Wilkes-Barre
districting issue.
Wyoming County resident and 111th District State Representative candidate Jay Sweeney has been actively
collecting signatures in the county to get his name on the ballot. Jay has been successful on Primary Election
Day, Memorial Day and outside of the Tunkhannock Post Office. Voters have been responsive to the "Democracy in a state of crisis" theme of his campaign. Jay will be gathering signatures at the Founder's Day events in
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SPECIAL ELECTION SECTION
Candidate Interviews
Marakay
Rogers

Christina
Valente

Green Star: What office are you
hoping to fulfill?
Marakay Rogers: I'm running for
Governor of Pennsylvania.

Green Star: What office are you
hoping to fulfill?
Christina Valente: Lieutenant Governor of Pennsylvania

GS: What motivated you to run for
it?
MR: My concern about the current
state of Pennsylvania's employment, taxes, education, and public
transportation. In my legal practice, I see on a daily basis how severely impacted the Commonwealth is by
the deficiencies in these areas. Pennsylvania residents deserve better than
they are being given, and I do not believe that the solutions are that difficult they are merely controversial to a large group of entrenched politicians in
Harrisburg.

GS: What motivated you to run for
it?
CV: Several months ago, I was having dinner with some friends who were
lamenting the poor quality of our elected representatives. I said that it was
partly our fault that we didn't like our choices, since none of us would consider running for public office. Less than two weeks later, I received a letter from
the Green Party of Philadelphia soliciting Greens to run in the 2006 elections. Not wanting to be a hypocrite, I indicated my willingness and put my
name in when I learned that the Green Party of PA needed someone to run
for Lt. Governor.

GS: How long have you lived in Pennsylvania?
MR: I'm a Pennsylvania native. With brief detours during school to Maryland
and Washington, DC, I've lived in Pennsylvania my entire life.

GS: How long have you lived in the area?
CV: I've lived in the Philadelphia area all my life, in the suburbs as a child
and in Center City as an adult. I attended the University of Pennsylvania and
Villanova Law School. So I really am a lifer.

GS: What issues do you think are important to the people in PA?
MR: There is an incredibly diverse set of concerns in this state. However,
the decline of our smaller towns and agricultural areas as well as of our
cities, and the burden of real property taxes on the unemployed and on
Pennsylvania's seniors, is of major concern to everyone across the state.

GS: What issues do you think are important to the people in your state?
CV: I chose my campaign issues based on what most people are concerned
about: healthcare, education, and the environment. Economic issues such as
employment and business opportunities are also important - and closely related.

GS: What environmental concerns do you think are the most important to address in PA?
MR: In dealing with the entire state, one of the most critical factors is shoring
up public transportation and reducing dependence on individual motor vehicles, as a long term strategy. Freeing the state of its heavy and historic dependence on fossil fuels is also a major issue in improving the overall state
of our ecological health.

GS: What environmental concerns do you think are the most important to address in your area?
CV: I would say that in Philadelphia, our number one concern is public transit
funding, especially obtaining a dedicated source of funding. Better public
transit would: reduce traffic congestion, air pollution, and the incidence of
pollution-related illnesses like asthma; make Philadelphia a more livable city;
increase economic and employment opportunities between city, suburbs,
and rural areas; and promote Philadelphia as a local and international destination. The other side of the coin is preservation of open space and farmland, which would: protect our natural resources; encourage higher density
development and reduce sprawl; boost our agricultural sector, especially organic farming; and promote outdoor recreation, fishing, and other forms of
tourism.

GS: What ideas or plans do you offer for bettering the lives of your people?
MR: The residents of Pennsylvania need a massive restructuring of our tax
system, including abolition of the real property tax and a move to a graduated income tax. Additionally, as long as universal health care does not exist
nationally, we need it in Pennsylvania as a state program.
Pennsylvania's workers also need a living wage. Too much of our alleged
economic development in recent years has been in the area of "McJobs" requiring Pennsylvanians to work two or more jobs each week to meet basic financial needs. From my personal perspective, I'd like to see a comprehensive LGBT rights law finally put in place in the Commonwealth, and I'd like to
see the Commonwealth finally adopt ballot access legislation that allows all
political parties and political bodies access to the ballot. Pennsylvania's voters deserve to have actual choice when they go to the polls.

GS: What ideas or plans do you offer for bettering the lives of your people?
CV: I support universal, single-payer health care, specifically PA SB 1085.
I also favor changing public school funding from a local to a state tax basis.
Schools should be funded based on the number of children being educated
in the system, not on the vagaries of local property values. Until the state distributes school tax dollars based on a per child formula, poor urban and rural
children will be at an educational disadvantage which will limit their opportu(continued on page 9)
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Mike
Rosenberg

Greta
Browne

Green Star: What office are you hoping to fulfill?
Mike Rosenberg: 188th Legislative
District, Pennsylvania General Assembly

Green Star: What office
are you hoping to fulfill?
Greta Browne: I am running for Representative
in US Congress, 15th
District.

GS: What motivated you to run for it?
MR: The Green Party of Philadelphia
has been growing tremendously in
recent years. Yet we have not had
any local candidates for a few elections. I felt that in order to further the party's ability to affect progressive
change here meant putting good candidates on the ballot. Naturally, I
stepped up to the plate.
GS: How long have you lived in the area?
MR: I have lived in Philadelphia for seven years and have lived in the district
since 2002.
GS: What issues do you think are important to the people in your area?
MR: The biggest issues here are the schools, jobs, crime, and issues with
transit.
GS: What environmental concerns do you think are the most important to address in your area?
MR: Mass transit is the biggest concern here, not only for its ability to produce less pollution, but also for SEPTA's mismanagement of construction
projects. The Market Street El project has for 7 years been tearing up streets
and disrupting life enough so to cause businesses to close and residents to
move away. People here want a safe, clean, working system, not one that is
unresponsive and detrimental to the neighborhood.
GS: What ideas or plans do you offer for bettering the lives of your people?
MR: I want to bring equitable funding and local control to Philadelphia's
schools. The city is desperate for a more quality education and available after-school activities to direct children towards more productive and engaging
ways to learn and grow. I also will fight for dedicated funding for mass transit
so Pennsylvania can have a world-class system and not the downwardly spiraling one we currently have. Right now SEPTA in the east and PAT in the
west have to constantly cut back service and threaten fare raises in order to
approach Harrisburg for funds; instead transit systems should have dedicated funding so they can successfully plan and grow routes and services.
GS: What campaign strategies have you found to be most helpful so far?
MR: Grassroots democracy means getting out among your neighbors, meeting them and learning the issues that concern them. One of the things this
requires is knocking on the doors in your district. But just knocking on doors
alone won't help target your campaign. As the major parties, issue organiz-

GS: What motivated you to run for it?
GB: We need a strong Peace candidate in this district. No candidates, other
than I in 2004, have stood up against the Iraq war, against the militarization
of our society, and for nuclear disarmament. I could not let the election season go by without seizing the opportunity to raise the Green Party voice for
peace.
GS: How long have you lived in the area?
GB: I have lived in this area for 26 years.
GS: What issues do you think are important to the people in your area?
GB: Local people's main issues at the congressional level are the war in
Iraq, immigration, and the peak oil concerns.
GS: What environmental concerns do you think are the most important to
address in your area?
GB: Conservation of open space - from farmlands to national parks to the
Arctic wilderness; control of emissions that contribute to global warming and
of pollutants that are harmful to human and habitat health, including nuclear
waste; efficient mass transportation options.
GS: What ideas or plans do you offer for bettering the lives of your people?
GB: I am working with the local sustainability groups to bring energy and
fuel conservation, efficiency and self-sufficiency to the Lehigh Valley. We
are actually working with the County Executive toward developing a major
Alternative/Sustainable Energy Center in this area. I am beginning to make
this the second major issue of my campaign.
GS: What campaign strategies have you found to be most helpful so far?
GB: So far we have done little else than collect petition signatures. We are
finding that despite the daunting numbers of signatures we must gather, the
petition campaign is actually a very effective way to introduce ourselves to
the public. We have more people than ever involved in the campaign and
earlier than usual. The public is surprisingly supportive.
GS: How have voters been showing their support for your candidacy?
GB: More people than not are willing to sign our petitions, some of them
very eagerly. Occasionally when they hear that I will be challenging the Republican incumbent they practically grab the petition from our hands to sign
it. They are eager to read our fliers and some indicate that they would consider registering as Green voters.

ers, and others have found, it is imperative to keep track of where information has been delivered, who has been talked to, and who is interested in the campaign. This way you can build your interest and get voters to spread your message.
GS: How have voters been showing their support for your candidacy?
MR: So far, by petitioning for me. By meeting my neighbors, I have been able to find new people who were excited about helping get a Green in office. The
most exciting thing for me was petitioning in a nearby park and seeing a stranger with my petition in her hand!
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Eric Wolfe

Jay Sweeney

Green Star: What office/seat
are you hoping to fulfill?
Eric Wolfe: Pa. General Assembly, State Rep. 101st

Green Star: What office are you
hoping to fulfill?
Jay Sweeney: State Representative 111th District

GS: What motivated you to run
for it?
EW: The Democrats in
Lebanon County put up nobody to oppose Mauree Gingrich (R) for the second time in
as many elections for the House of Representatives.
GS: How long have you lived in the area?
EW: I am 53 and lived here most of my life except for the four years I was in
the US Navy and Home Ported in San Diego, Ca. during the Vietnam conflict; a year living in Casper, Wyoming and a year living in Adelaide, South
Australia.
GS: What issues do you think are important to the people in your area?
EW: Property taxes, Eminent Domain; better living minimum wages; City of
Lebanon attempt to take over the 70-year-old "water authority"; school taxes;
loss of freedoms; I hope curbing the Greenhouse effects; cost of health care
and medications.
Green Star: What environmental concerns do you think are the most important to address
in your area?
Eric Wolfe: There is a study currently going forward to see how many residue
drugs are going into the water from Lebanon; there are dead zones in the
Chesapeake from land runoff going into the Susquehanna River and other
waterways; CO2 from coal and other fossil fuels going into the air affecting
the world from right here in Pennsylvania.
Green Star: What ideas or plans do you offer for bettering the lives of your
people?
Eric Wolfe: A Universal Health Care system as is being attempted in Vermont and Massachusetts, or as done by our neighbor - Ontario, Canada. I
also, unlike Representative Gingrich, believe in a minimum wage increase. I
also believe in House Bill 1851 which makes it illegal for youth to posses and
use tobacco. This goes beyond purchase.
Green Star: What campaign strategies have you found to be most helpful so
far?
Eric Wolfe: I am still searching. Know any good campaign manager and treasurer that can be a hands-on in Lebanon County?

Grassroots vs. the Machine
(continued from page 1)

plish there, the stronger we are for future races. Second, our rivals have underestimated us before and we opened their eyes. In 2006 let us remain
confident and determined to open the eyes of the world…and we will do it
through our little Pennsylvania Green Party. We will make history just by
getting on the ballot. The history your statewide candidates want to make,
however, cannot be accomplished until November.

GS: What motivated you to run for
it?
JS: My Rep has a history of running unopposed.
GS: How long have you lived in
the area?
JS: 23 years
GS: What issues do you think are
important to the people in your area?
JS: Democracy, Health Care, Economic Security
GS: What environmental concerns do you think are the most important to address in your area?
JS: Water quality and quarry operations
GS: What ideas or plans do you offer for bettering the lives of your people?
JS: Universal health care coverage, direct marketing of farm products, living
wage, end KOZ's and offer business loans to individuals
GS: What campaign strategies have you found to be most helpful so far?
JS: People have been responding to my concerns with democracy. When I
tell them that my rep will remain unopposed if I don't get on the ballot, many
of them sign my petition. I plan to continue with this issue and the loss of our
paper ballot with the purchase of DRE voting machines. I will cosponsor HB
2000 mandating a voter verifiable paper trail and random audits of voting
machines if elected.
GS: How have voters been showing their support for your candidacy?
JS: I have had a couple of people ask to help collect signatures because
they believe in what I am doing. I have had others ask me to call them to talk
about their concerns. I have had offers of donations.

Dodie Lovett
Hi, I am Dodie Rippon-Lovett. I am running against a 27-year incumbent,
Republican, Merle Phillips. He voted for the pay raise, and I am supported
by Clean Sweep. I am on the Executive Committee of the PA Sierra Club,
Chairman of Global Warming. I am also vice president of the ACLU of
Northumberland County. I have a web site, www.lovettorleaveit.com; I give
an overview of my positions on women in politics, term limits, and public financing of elections. For my area particularly, I would like to see new businesses that are green and energy related. I am unhappy about all the prisons in our area (and the country as a whole). I would rather see more vocational training and high school completion programs. I am worried about loss
of biodiversity and habitat. I am for sustainable agriculture and the return to
local family owned and operated farms. There is a real need for local supported farming and more and more folks are interested in organic produce
(continued on page 8)
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Thom Marti

Titus North

Green Star: What office are you
hoping to fulfill?
Thom Marti: SR 193 Upper
Adams, Western York

Green Star: What office are
you hoping to fulfill?
Titus North: U.S. Congress,
Pennsylvania's 14th district

GS: What motivated you to run for
it?
TM: In 2004, disgust that the incumbent usually ran unopposed.
In 2006 to put pressure on him to
introduce a new Municipal Planning Code (MPC).

GS: What motivated you to
run for it?
TN: A variety of things. I have
always been interested in policy at the federal level, and it
is not everyday that one is
asked by his party to run for Congress. We are at a crucial juncture in history, and I feel that each of us needs to do whatever we can to rectify the
course our country is on.

GS: How long have you lived in
the area?
TM: 25 years

GS: How long have you lived in the area?
TN: I have lived in Pittsburgh for 12 years.

GS: What issues do you think are important to the people in your area?
TM: Sprawl, Sprawl (taxes), Sprawl (Casino)
GS: What environmental concerns do you think are the most important to address in your area?
TM: Sprawl
GS: What ideas or plans do you offer for bettering the lives of your people?
TM: A new MPC that gives the municipalities the right to pass ordinances to
protect the health safety and welfare of natural persons, without the threat of
corporate persons suing the municipality and the board.
GS: What campaign strategies have you found to be most helpful so far?
TM: Just getting on the ballot. Before, we could never get media to cover
Adams County Green Party; when we run slates they offer us the "bully
Green pulpit".
GS: How have voters been showing their support for your candidacy?
TM: Some by the ultimate donation: switching to Green. Our membership is
up from 40 in 2002, when we decided to start running candidates, to 184 this
year. Running candidates in odd year Municipal Elections, and for State Rep
in the even year Statewide elections, is the best recruiting drive that a GPPA
local can do. It is also a great way to develop candidates and staffers. And
soon, when you start electing office holders, you can start making Green
changes in your community.

Dodie Lovett
(continued from page 7)

and cruelty free animal raising and harvesting. This area is still not plugged
into recycling and we still burn in open burn barrels.
I am especially concerned with mercury levels in our native fish and waterways. BUT we also need warnings at the stores at the point of sale and on
the packages and cans of tuna and other fish products so the young women
and small children can at least have the information of the mercury risks…
this is scandalous and inhumane negligent business as usual.
There was a nice article about my campaign in the Daily Item, a Sunbury paper, on Saturday June 24th. I am a regional theatre actor and director. I
have made a career of social work. I am 56 and the mother of 3 and the
grandmother of 6.
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GS: What issues do you think are important to the people in your area?
TN: The war is important to everyone, because everyone knows someone
who is in the military or who could potentially be drafted to fight in this or related wars. Pittsburgh is in economic decline, so policies to deal with this situation, such as national health insurance and reparations for slavery, are important. Also, people I meet express concerns about energy and environmental issues.
GS: What environmental concerns do you think are the most important to address in your area?
TN: People are concerned about our dependence on petroleum, which is
both an environmental and energy issue. They are receptive to talk of switching from a petroleum-based to a renewable energy-based economy. I point
out that during the 1980's most households hooked up to cable TV and
bought VCRs, and for the same scale investment we could put solar panels
on our roofs and hook them up to the electric grid.
GS: What ideas or plans do you offer for bettering the lives of your people?
TN: I emphasize demilitarization and transferring the budget resources to social infrastructure. Also, reparations for slavery would be of benefit to all of
society. A program dedicated to eliminating racial inequities over a reasonable period of time transform our cities from reservations for a racial underclass to engines of social and economic activity, the function that cities have
always performed throughout time across the world. Revitalizing our cities
would reverse the trend towards suburban sprawl that is in large part responsible for our addiction to oil.
GS: What campaign strategies have you found to be most helpful so far?
TN: I have tried to focus on issues and ideas that voters do not hear from the
two corporate parties. The signature gather process, while unfair and arduous, has driven me to get out and introduce myself to literally thousands of
voters.
GS: How have voters been showing their support for your candidacy?
TN: I have had better success in collecting signatures than ever before. People who engage me in policy conversation have almost always signed and
wished me well. I feel that my candidacy will make great inroads into establishing the Greens as a viable alternative in the Pittsburgh area.

Lynn
Smallwood

Christina Valente
(continued from page 5)

nities and hinder economic development in the entire state. It's not only unethical but illogical to deny a poor child educational opportunities simply because he was born into an area with low property values. Yet that's precisely
what local funding of public schools does. By the way, you can preserve local control while using a state funding formula.

Green Star: What office are you hoping
to fulfill?
Lynn Smallwood: State Representative
in the General Assembly, 91st District
GS: What motivated you to run for it?
LS: Thom Marti called me up and said,
“Would you volunteer to run for a political office? You won’t have to do anything because you won’t win.” I knew that the local Green party wanted to
run candidates and that they hadn’t found anyone who was qualified. I felt
that volunteering to run was socially responsible. Although I have no experience as a politician, I did an internship in an environmental law firm for 4
years and I practiced bankruptcy and real estate law for 10 years. I was also
a licensed teacher, real estate broker and mortgage broker. I felt that with all
of this experience tied together I could help formulate solutions to local issues. I am very impressed with the Green Party platform, particularly their
desire to revive grassroots democracy. I want to be part of a community who
assumes more responsibility in their governance and works with elected officials in designing laws that improve the quality of their lives.
GS: How long have you lived in the area?
LS: My family and I moved here 4 years ago to be with family who moved
here in the 70’s.
(continued on page 12)

GS: What campaign strategies have you found to be most helpful so far?
CV: Talking to people, exchanging ideas, and forging relationships, not just
with the usual suspects, but also with people who aren't already politically involved or who might have different perspectives. One of our members, Matt
Sullivan, has been working hard to get our candidates more press coverage.
Others, such as Hillary Aisenstein and Isabelle Buonocore, have done a
great job coordinating information and letting our Philly-area candidates
know what events they might attend.
Speaking at meetings and public events is very energizing. You realize just
how many people who are concerned about current issues and have wellconsidered opinions about how we can improve our social policies.
Above all, it's important for us to be positive about what we've accomplished
and to remain optimistic about our prospects. People already know how bad
the state of our health care, environment, education, and political life is: they
need to know what they can do about it and how they can make a difference.
GS: How have voters been showing their support for your candidacy?
CV: This is hard to gage - the acid test is the election, after all. But I've found
that people sure are enthusiastic about the fact that I'm running, that the
Greens are bucking the trends, and that the Democrats and Republicans
might have something to worry about.

Adding Toxic Waste to Drinking Water?
Tell PA Senators to “Just Say No!”
By Mike Ewall, ActionPA
On June 29th, 150 state reps voted for House Bill 1588, requiring that 97% of Pennsylvanians be forced to have toxic waste in their drinking water. This helps
Florida’s phosphate industry get rid of a very potent chemical waste product – hydrofluosilicic acid – which would be regulated as hazardous waste if it were
dumped into rivers, the ocean, or anywhere else but our drinking water. The waste products – collected in the pollution control systems of phosphate fertilizer
factories – come contaminated with arsenic, lead and radionuclides and are added, unprocessed, to drinking water supplies.
This is sold to the public as adding “fluoride” to the drinking water, allegedly to prevent tooth decay. Overwhelming evidence has shown a variety of harmful
health effects from fluoride ingestion, but no significant different in tooth decay in fluoridated communities vs. non-fluoridated communities. The practice of
water fluoridation is very helpful to the phosphate industry, converting a hazardous waste disposal cost of about $400 million a year to a profit of $180 million
from sales to public water systems.
In 1985, a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) employee complained to their union that they were forced to write a regulation supporting a safe
drinking water standard for fluoride (4 parts per million) that is known to cause serious dental fluorosis – the white, yellow or brown spotting or mottling of tooth
enamel. EPA higher-ups argued this was only cosmetic and not a health effect.
In April 1998, after trying to resolve this ethics issue internally for years, the union representing approximately 1,500 scientists, lawyers, engineers and other
professional employees at EPA Headquarters in Washington, D.C. took a public stand opposed to water fluoridation. The union stated:
“our opposition to drinking water fluoridation has grown, based on the scientific literature documenting the increasingly out-of-control exposures to fluoride, the lack of benefit to
dental health from ingestion of fluoride and the hazards to human health from such ingestion. These hazards include acute toxic hazard, such as to people with impaired kidney
function, as well as chronic toxic hazards of gene mutations, cancer, reproductive effects, neurotoxicity, bone pathology and dental fluorosis.”
(continued on page 10)
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Drinking Water
(Continued from page 9)

Their concern has increased as the scientific evidence against fluoridation accumulates. In August 2005, eleven EPA unions representing over 7,000 environmental and public health professionals called for a national moratorium on drinking water fluoridation programs. The unions acted following revelations of an
apparent cover-up of evidence from Harvard School of Dental Medicine linking fluoridation with elevated risk of a fatal bone cancer in young boys.
In March 2006, after reviewing over 1,000 scientific papers on fluoridation, the National Academy of Sciences released a 450-page report, arguing that EPA’s
standard is not protective of public health. The report documents fluoride’s role in dental fluorosis (damage to tooth enamel), skeletal fluorosis (brittle bones;
increase risk of fractures), impaired thyroid function and possible links to diabetes, reduced IQ, early onset of puberty and more.
Several studies presented at the March 2006 conferences of the American Association for Dental Research showed no benefit from fluoridation, but increased
incidence of dental fluorosis in fluoridated communities. According to the Centers for Disease Control, 32% of American children now have some form of dental fluorosis, with 2 to 4% of children having the moderate to severe stages.
Many studies – new and old – have shown that the alleged benefits of fluoride are topical and that ingesting fluoride does not help fight cavities. Swallowing
fluoride to prevent tooth decay makes as much sense as swallowing suntan lotion to prevent sun burns.
Even if fluoride ingestion were effective at preventing tooth decay, it makes no sense to administer medication via the public water supply, where there is no
control over the dose people get. No credible doctor would give out medication and say “take as much as you want” – yet dentists do exactly that when they
promote water fluoridation.
In most areas of toxicology, it’s standard to have a safety margin of 100 between the “safe dose” and the level at which a chemical is known to cause harm.
This is done to protect sensitive populations, like the young, the elderly and those in poor health. With fluoride, there is no margin of safety. Negative health
effects have been found in the range of 1-4 parts per million (ppm). The “recommended” level for water is 1 ppm. The EPA maximum contaminant level is 4
ppm. Since people are now exposed to fluoride in their drinking water, toothpaste, plus a variety of foods made/processed with fluoridated water or sprayed
with fluoridated pesticides, the general population is exposed to ever-higher doses, pushing many over any “safe” limit.
Why use fluoridated water to shower, flush toilets, wash dishes, water gardens or wash cars? Why use industrial waste rather than the pharmaceutical grade
fluoride that is used in toothpaste? Why force people to ingest chemicals that aren’t needed to make drinking water safe? Fluoride toothpaste – for those who
want fluoride – is cheap. Distillers or reverse osmosis filters (which, unlike carbon filters, can remove fluoride from drinking water) are expensive.
State Rep. Tom Tigue (D-Monroe/Luzerne Counties) has pushed mandatory fluoridation bills for 20 years, and activists have consistently stopped them. Such
legislation usually dies in committee. This is the first session when the legislation has moved out of committee since 1990 (when it passed the house and died
in the Senate).
In Pennsylvania, 9% of the water systems are fluoridated, exposing 52% of PA residents to fluoride in their drinking water. Tigue’s HB 1588 would nearly double that to 97%, affecting every water system with over 1,000 customers. It would take away the rights of water systems to stop fluoridating. It was amended
by Rep. Flick (R-Chester County) to let water systems raise rates to pay for fluoridation equipment and to take away people’s right to sue water systems over
health damages from fluoridation.
We need your help! Here’s what you can do:
1) Write a letter to the editor and “thank or spank” your local representatives for how they voted on HB 1588. A list of how your reps voted is on our website (www.actionpa.org/fluoride/bills/).
2) Contact your state senator and ask that they vote NO on HB 1588 or any similar legislation that would mandate water fluoridation. Request that balanced hearings be held in the Senate if the legislation is to be considered, so that Senators can hear from experts on both sides of the issue. No hearings
were held in the House.
3) Share info with your friends, neighbors, school board, water authorities and civic groups and ask them to pass resolutions against mandatory water fluoridation.
4) ActionPA is starting a Pennsylvania Fluoride Action Network email list to keep people informed on this issue. Email us at catalyst@actionpa.org to ask
to subscribe. If you don’t have email but would like to be in the loop, call Mike Ewall at 215-743-4884.
5) Let us know what you’ve done to help. A quick “I called my Senator” email is fine.
For more information, see: Fluoride Action Network (www.FluorideAction.net); Water Fluoridation in Pennsylvania: (www.ActionPA.org/fluoride/); (click on the
glass of water to see if your water system is fluoridated)
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Green Party
10 Key Values
Stand for something or end up falling for
anything! If you believe in the values listed
below, chances are you may be Green and not
even know it. Read up and register Green
today!
1. Grassroots Democracy
2. Social Justice
3. Ecological Wisdom
4. Non-violence
5. Community-based Economics
6. Feminism
7. Decentralization
8. Respect for Diversity
9. Personal and Global Responsibility
10. Future Focus/Sustainability

IPO OFFERING

County Reports

Candidate for the PA General Assembly
101st District

(Continued from page 4)

Tunkhannock and will collect signatures with
the Susquehanna county Greens on the 4th of
July in Montrose. Jay and the Susquehanna
County Greens are also planning a "Meet the
Candidate" event at the Downtown Ground
Coffeehouse in Montrose on July 7 from 8 to
10 pm.
York County has four candidates running for
office this year: Derf Maitland is running for
U.S. Congress in the 19th, Ed Gately Jr. for
State Senate, and Thom Marti for State Representative. Our esteemed GPPA Gubernatorial
candidate, Marakay Rogers, also hails from
York where she has her legal practice.

I.P.O. Shares offered to Citizens governed by
Pennsylvania.
Initial offerings placed at $25.00/share
Unlimited shares available
Offerings availed to private individuals only.
Certificates not issues. Holding placed in the people's
governance. Dividends paid in form of protecting
your freedoms.
As always, there are risks with investments. Definitely not a
member of any stock exchange.

This is a campaign contribution.
(Checks payable to: “Citizens for Wolfe” for the 101)
Send Checks, Money Orders, or Prospectus Requests
to:
Green Party Candidate for PA General Assembly
Eric R. Wolfe
607 Maple Street
Lebanon, PA 17046-2965
(Paid for by the candidate)

The Green Party Needs YOU!
Do you want to see an end to corporate domination? Do you want to see real election reform? Do you want a true alternative to
politics as usual?
Then, support the Green Party of Pennsylvania!
We don't take money from corporations. In order to build a real progressive voice for Pennsylvania, we need support from average
citizens like you. Please consider making a generous donation today!
•
•
•

$50 can pay for a registration fee to table at an important event.
$100 can pay for the meeting space for our Bi-Monthly Business Meeting.
$500 can pay for one printing of the Green Star.

Donation Tips & Instructions

GPPA Donation Form
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State _______ Zip _____________
Phone ____________________ Email ____________________________________
Amt. Enclosed $________________ * see instructions box for donation requirements
Employer Info _______________________________________________________
 I would like _____ copies ($15/ea.) of the “Party with a Purpose” CD, whose cost
will be deducted from my donation, including shipping & handling (no tax)
 Please send me more information about the Green Party of Pennsylvania

•

•
•

•
•
•

•

Make checks or money orders
payable to the Green Party of
Pennsylvania
Please include all contact information
If your donation is over $200, state
law requires us to also have your
employer's contact information
Individuals may only donate $2000 in
a given years
Donations are not tax-deductible
CD orders will have have the cost of
the quantity, plus $3 for shipping &
handling deducted from their
donation
Mail form to:
Green Party of Pennsylvania
P.O. Box 11962
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1962
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Lynn Smallwood Interview
(Continued from page 3)

GS: What issues do you think are important to the people in your area?
LS: Urban sprawl; property tax relief; universal health care; crime and the social impact of slots parlors; poor quality water and lack of water; education reform;
lack of affordable housing; high cancer rate; low air quality; governmental reform; term limits and the overuse of agricultural herbicides and pesticides.
GS: What environmental concerns do you think are the most important to address in your area?
LS: The USGS did a water survey of a local community and concluded that there was only just enough water to support the existing homes and no more. Despite this, there are quite a few new homes being built. I would also like to see heavy truck traffic diverted from dense population areas such as those around
Route 30 and Route 116 in the Gettysburg town square. The noise pollution and soot is excessive, not to mention the wear and tear on the historic buildings
caused by the constant heavy vibrations. Last but not least is the negative effect of urban sprawl on the environment.
GS: What ideas or plans do you offer for bettering the lives of your people?
LS: School and property tax relief; preservation of green spaces; revival of grass roots democracy and an increase in community involvement, improving the
quality of our schools; rewriting the Municipal Planning Code to include impact fees and changes that take into consideration our environmental and social
needs; the reduction of governmental spending and the adoption of single payer universal health care.
GS: What campaign strategies have you found to be most helpful so far?
LS: When I heard on NPR that Hillary Clinton had 20 million dollars in her campaign fund and that no one wanted to run against her because of this, I knew
that campaign finance laws must change to promote the democratic process. I am relying solely on myself and volunteers to go door to door in precincts and
to have house parties and discussions where I can introduce myself and my ideas to the public and get feedback in response. I’ve been collecting used plywood and corrugated plastic for yard signs. I’ll write letters to the editors and make speaking appearances. I am accepting help and am appreciative of anyone out there who would like to volunteer!
GS: How have voters been showing their support for your candidacy?
LS: I’ve gotten a few emails from people who would like to volunteer. One email in particular was an in depth political analysis of the recent primary election.
The writer is convinced that I have a good chance of winning and wants to volunteer. I’ve also read that women voters tend to cross party lines and vote for
women so I plan on reaching out to them. I’ve gotten a tremendous amount of positive feedback from people who want actual political reform and a change
from the two corporate run parties.
Green Party of Pennsylvania
P.O. Box 11962
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1962
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